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On 5 May, 1943, I left SINGAPOKE fcr NEW GUINEA as a prisoncr 
of war in e Japencse ship.yw There were abcut 595 men in thepertr. 
I cannct describe the hardships we suffered during the voyage. Fc 
bathing anc washing we had tc use sea watcr. fFccd was very little 
and there was a space cnly 10 feet by 10 feet for all of us in 
which to sleep. I could neither sleep nor sit dcwn. These 
hardships lested for 10 days. 

On 16 Mey 1943, I Cisorberked at WEWAK, NEW GUINEA, Fer two 
deys following cur arrivel we were given no shelter, clothing or 
food of any kinc, We were tormented by mosquitos and several men 
fell 111. When our cfficers reported about the lack of fcod the 
Japanese beat them saying, 'Thet's our affair. ‘whatever we do is 
right". Two days later we were taken to a plece 3 miles away, 
There an crder wes given that every man will builc his own hut 
cut of jungle plants. Nobody could meke smoke etc, by dey ncr 
light a fire at night because the were afraic of American aircraft. 
If anyone cic anything to the contrary he was punished with ceatho 
After about a week, our men began dying of fever, dysentery, 
beri-beri anc several cther ciscases. Our party wes sent fron 
WEWAK to anothcr>-place, Fron there 350 men were sent to BUT, 

The remaincer (those who were in WEWAK) were sick. For them 
there was no arrangement for rations or medicine. I went with 
the 350 nen to BUT, For the next 3 nonths fit PWs got rations 
but no fcooc was given to the sick. We usec to share our rations 
with them. We were worked sc hard that we got no rest during the 
Gay or night. For about 8 deys wo werc rece to work continuously 
without eny relief, The result was thet 5 or 6 men Cied every day. 
Nothing couldc be cone to dispose of their bocies by crenation 

or burial. Those who became ill were only relieved of fatigues 
when they cculd not walk. They weul¢ relieve e man one or two 
Gays before he ciec, If our cfficers complained they would be 
brutally beaten. No heed was given to eny report or grievance, 


—— 


On 14 Dec 43,at about 1 aem. Arnericen aircraft began to bomb 
the locelity and efterwards they came regulerly. Then our officcrs 
tole the Jap officer i/c of the party that a flag shculc be put 
over our camp to indicate priscners cf war. There was eae Jep. 

Lt. Col. TAKANO present tc whom this was reported by the Jap. 
officer. lhe repliec "No permission from cur Government to place 
flegs over P.W. cemps has been receivec", 


While air reics were going on he put us tc werk on the 
eirficld., Our officers complained thet their men shcule not have 
to remein on the airfield during an air raid but this complaint 
wes rejected. On aircraft epprceching, ell the Jeps of cur party 
usec to run into the jungle, but cur orders were that none was to 
nove e step. If eny 1.0K. or officers fled for cuver they were 
severely beeten. Due tv this they could not sleep for several 
nights. , 
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| Qn 15 Dec. 43 at BUT when we were werking on the airficle 
f there wes a very heevy air attack in which 5 of cur men were 

| killee end 10 weundec,. The: latter were given no treatment cr 

focc, They were teken tc e Jap hospitel where several of then 

were killed by some injection cf poison. I wurked et BUT for 
abcut 10 menths during which I got 4 biscuits end 5 (ounces?) cf 
beilec rice per Gey. From BUT we returned to WEWAK, At BUT 160 
men Ciecé cut of 350. Only 190 men reached WOWLK, When I got the: 
I learnt that all the sick, whom we had teft there, hed died, 
Lfter 2 Ceys et WEWAK we were sent tc BOIKEN -~ abcut helf wey 
between BUT AND WEWAK, 


Qn 25 ivr 44 after we hec been working there fcr 3 months 
the Jeps orcered all of us whe could welk to gt ready to 
acconpany then to hANJA (AITLFE?) carrying Jap stores and a 
month's rations as LANJI wes abut 300 miles from BOIKEN, We 
were tolc thet we woulc go on foot and would have tc make ovr own 
ration errangements. If enyone fell out through illness during 
the march he woulc get no seven except to be shote We werc 
given each abcut 12 lbs ricc anc $ 1b salt as e month's raticn 
a eee thet that woule be cur fcoc for the journey fron BOIKEN 
to hé The 


The Jep cfficer commancing our party (No.17) was nened Lt. 
YAMAHOKO, His 2 1/c was Lt, NAKODA enc junicr to then were 
YAMAMOTO anc YAMASHITA. The first three beat a great number cf 
cur men anc left several of them to die on the march. YANASHITA 
wes e very good cfficger. He never beet enybocy himself. 

When we hac set cut fror: BOIKEN and reached BUT we were stopped 
there by the Japs whc crcered us to return tu our originel cemps 
from which we hee corie. I heard that the Americans hac landed 

at HOLLANDIA anc for that reason we woulc be sent back. We were 
brcught back to BOIKEN, I became very happy when I heard that 

the Allicd Armies hac lenced at HOLLANDIA,. We came back to BOIKE\ 
end steyed there for 18 days and rejcined the criginal party of 
sick men which had been left there, 


On 5 ) the Jeps crcered all fit nen to go with then. into 
the jungle. The sick were to stey at the hospital where a Jap 
yoctor would renmein to ettenc t. them. The fit men with the 
Jepenese set cut for the jungle. The sick nen inclucing myself 
were left in huspital ebout 4 niles from BOIKEN, As I remeined 
with the sick I know nothing abcut the fit men who went with tho 
Jeps, Then the Jep Doctor, whose name I co nct know but whon I 
ccule identify, gave en crcer that 30 patients from those. who 
wore the nost seri.usly 111 were to be sent to tho big Jap 
huspitel. It wes 1700 hours when he geve this order, The big 
hospital wes abcut 1 mile cistant. I did not <u with the 30 
nen as I romeined with the others. I co not knew where thcse 30 
were taken but that night 2 sericusly wounded nen erewled back 
intc cur cemp where I wes lying ill. They tole us that the Japs 
had killec the cther 28 anc thet they wore the only survivors. 


’ 
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fll hac been killed by beyonetting anc shcoting. They hac 
escapee cnly by gvuoe luck but hec been badly wounced, 

cfficers asked the Jap cfficers why the 28 men hee been killed. 
They replied thet the 2 nen were lying, thet all were elive ane 
thet efter 3 Gays they woule be te en there to see ther.. 


On 10 May 44 the Jap Dectcr ordered 35 men from the worst 
ceases to be sent tc the big hospitel, They toc went enc were 
Cestroyed. At 10 olclock that night one mon returnec, He: had 
bayonet wounds in the chest end was ccvcree with earth but hac 
net clec. When he hac receinec conscicusness (he saic) he got 
up anc flee beck to cur ceripe He tcl¢c us thet the remaining 34 
men hac been beyonetteée enc buried in atrench, "I wes with then 
too", he seid "liy life wes sperec but with this wound there is 
no hcpe for me, Lcok efter yvur cwn lives if pcssible because 
the Japs will kil] ycu all cne by one", 


t it wcule be better to esccpe from there 
At nidnignt 211 of us ren awey in cifferent 
€ separetec. I end 20 cthers went to Q place 
gen tc live there, ever heard 

uncer terrible 
9 cays - 
ey 45, 
e Japs, 


5 were recovored 
thers and 


I CERTIFY thet the abcve is a translation of the statement written 
in UhDU by 19678 Sep. BACHAN SINGH 1/13 F.F.K, and to the best 
of my knowledge I have accuretely transcribed ts meaning. 


(sgd) H. G. COOMBE Ma j 
"A" Sect. C.SDeleC, (I) 


CERTIFIED THUE COPY, 
(sgd) T. MORKNANE Lt .Col. 
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